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Is your future later today, tomorrow, next month, next year?  Whatever it is, planning is the key to creating 
your future. 
 
Applying sound business sense, planning, follow-through and evaluation are the most important elements in 
determining success.  Planning is seen by many experts, including me, to be the foundation for setting goals - 
and goals can only be achieved with sound planning techniques.  This can be overwhelming when there is 
already so much on our plates.  Here is a simple step-by-step process to take you from waiting for your 
future to happen, to taking an active role in creating your future. 
 
By following these steps, you will be prepared to establish your goals, measure your progress, and enjoy 
your success. 
 
Step One - Prepare to Plan  
Know who you are, what you want, and what you are willing to do to get there.  It is impossible to plan 
without having this clarity of understanding.  This will be the foundation on which you design your future. 
 
The planning activity creates synergy that thrives on support and attention so develop your circle of support 
to propel you toward the future you design.  Do not keep it a secret - as you are developing your plan, make 
sure those around you know about your plan.  Put it out there for everyone to see.  This will attract their 
interest and energy that will give you encouragement and support as you progress through the steps. 
 
Step Two - Hire the Experts 
Take a look at the skill set required to keep your plan on track - financial planners, strategists, marketers - 
who do you need on your team?  It is easy to get tangled in the "I can't afford..." web.  This is not the time to 
allow the 'how' interfere with the 'what'.  Combine optimism with realism when developing your plan and 
expectations.  Focusing on the 'what' will ensure you stay on track.  The 'how' will take care of itself. 
 
When you have completed this step, revisit your plan, make changes, as needed, to keep the plan current. 
 
Step Three - Into Action 
Now things get really exciting.  You are now ready to launch the plan with a realistic time line.  Identify the 
points of acceleration and equally important, is knowing when to take rest stops.  Reviewing the previous 
steps may need to occur as you move forward.  Again, the need is to keep the plan current, realistic and on 
time. 
 
The joy is in the adventure as well as the destination. 
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If you would like additional information on this fascinating subject, please visit my website at 
www.SusanBock.com 
 
Or call me 
714-847-1566  
 
Or send me an email 
Susan@SusanBock.com 
 
A special thank you to my editor who consistently provides me with encouragement, inspiration, and 
opportunity to laugh at myself. 
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