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A few weeks ago, I was having a chat with my 80+ year-old parents who live in 

Colorado.  The conversation had the usual topics – weather, health, activities, updates 
on various family members – nothing exceptional. 

 
And then my Dad asked, “You‟re Mom and I have been reading quite a bit about 

Twitter – is something we should look into? I laughed out loud. Allow me to set the 
stage - my parents are a two computer, two office couple….each with their own 

configurations from how you turn it on to the screen saver.  Pretty savvy parents, 

wouldn‟t you say? Admittedly, there was a time when those words would not have 
crossed my lips! 

 
I am also smiling at the underlying message – my parents are life-long learners and 

instilled that core value in my sister and I at a very early age.  Back to Twitter, 80+ 
„young‟ parents and life-long learning.  I explained, as well as I could, the concept of 

social networking and the purpose it is playing in our personal and business lives, and 
how it is impacting communication styles….the most dramatic being Twitter where each 

Tweet is less than 140 characters.  I didn‟t go into Re-tweets. 
 

Following my explanation, I said, “If you and Mom had Twitter accounts, your 
grandchildren would be very impressed.”  There was a pause at the other end of the 

phone and then Mom said, “I would rather bake them a cake.”  Don‟t you love it?  My 
Mom could give Betty Crocker a run in any cook-off, and yes, her name is Betty. 

 

Back to the cake.  Dad chimes in, “Sounds good to me!”.  Dad loves my Mom‟s cooking 
– which is perhaps one of the many reasons they will celebrating their 63rd wedding 

anniversary next month.  So, what is this all about?  Communication.  My parents‟ 
generation would bake a cake, make a pot of coffee, invite friends over and spend a 

very comfortable hour or two in conversation.  To them, 140 characters is not going to 
do it! 

 
My generation, Baby Boomers, can embrace the „quick touch‟ and can equally enjoy a 

lengthy dialog…on the phone or in person.  We probably would like to avoid the 
calories in the cake, but that wouldn‟t prevent us from committing the time! 

 
The two younger generations, so accustomed to the 15 second sound bite, surfing the 

net while on the phone and playing a game with music in the background, may not 
grasp the appeal of a leisurely conversation with cake and coffee.  And that‟s cool, too. 
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What‟s the message?  It‟s all about communication – whatever means, mode and 

method works, use it.  We need to keep talking to one another and reinforce the 
goodness in our lives – the value of friends and family, the warmth of knowing 

someone is willing to listen to our woes, and the importance of sharing the wins….we 
are not on this journey alone – we are on this journey together. 

     
Tip of the Month 

Would you like to have a injection of energy, infusion of inspiration and some humor to 
top it off?  Join my on Thursday, August 6, 12 noon PT, for Interviewing the Experts.  

Joan Friedlander, Workstyle Coach, will be featured and she will give us tips, 
techniques and tools to take control of our lives, our calendars and our activities so we 

have more time to do what we want to do and more energy for enjoyment!  It will be 

an empowering and inspiring hour as Joan teaches you – and teases you – with what 
you could be.  Visit Joan‟s site:    http://www.lifeworkpartners.com 

 
Client Comment of the Month 

"With Susan's help, in just four short months, I was able to take  the  strategic steps to 
confidently launch a new one-of-a-kind  business.  Her insightful wisdom, dynamic 

business skills, impressive ability to stay current technologically, and her loving 
warmth and care made for an unforgettable and completely worthwhile experience and 

business investment. Susan is definitely the person you want coaching you as you 
strive for your own business success!"  

 
Keri Gee Semmelman 

My Memory Catcher 
www.MyMemoryCatcher.net 

 

Quote of the Month 
“Everything we would ever need to become rich and powerful and sophisticated is 

within our reach. The major reason that so few take advantage of all that we have is 
simply, neglect.” 

Jim Rohn 
 

Book of the Month 
Will It Fly?  Thomas K. McKnight 

 
This book is ranked in the top 5 must read business books by Entrepreneur 

Magazine….and no wonder.  It is a treasure trove of value.  Put your idea to the test 
BEFORE committing body, mind and bank account.  If you do, you will dramatically 

increase your success.  Some of the content is an easy read, other parts are quite 
rigorous and it is suitable for startups and established firms thinking of branching out. 
 

 

http://www.mymemorycatcher.net/

